vi                                 PRECIS-WRITING
tiny may seem at first formidable, but with a little practice it will
soon become almost sub-conscious. This selective process can be
illustrated with reference to this passage :
*' The instinct of expansion is one of the most vital ins-
tincts in man. It is an essential factor in his development, and
is, indeed, as important to man as light is to the vegetable king-
dom.**
In this passage, the simile which compares the importance of
the instinct to that of light is an illustrative one and can safely be
ignored in a precis.
Ans. " Expansion is one of the most vital and essential
instincts in man."
This may be a proper precis of the original passage. So in
this process of selection, comparisons, particular examples, and
illustrative similes and figures are to be omitted.
2.    Perspective.
Closely associated with the selection of points is the process
of securing the true perspective. All the important points are
not equally important. The central thought or ideas should be
marked out, and the others arranged in accordance with their
relative position in the original. This principle may be illustrated
with reference to a passage on the causes of unemployment.
** Unemployment arises from a variety of causes. One which is
always recurring, and of the effects of which we have had a recent
example, is the disorganization of industry resulting from a long
war; this is a serious problem admitting of no easy solution at the
best of time. Again, there is the unemployment which follows a
marked dimiauition in the quantity of any raw product, such as
cotton ; fewer hands are required in the mills and factories. We